REGILDING THE CRESCENT
Sultan should have been productive of the
happiest results, though there were the elements
of disturbance in a possible Slav alliance against
Germany and Austria. The entente with Rou-
mania, however, engineered by Germany and
Austria in the autumn of the present year, put
Bulgaria on the defensive and brought the
storm-clouds once more gathering over the
Balkans. In addition to the afore-mentioned
measures of reform in the army, there has?
during the past year, been commendable
activity in the Turkish navy. The resignation
of Admiral Gamble, for motives not perhaps
wholly confided to the press, was regrettable
from the Turkish standpoint, but at any rate a
succcessor was found, not with the limited
powers formulated by the Ottoman Government
in February, but as full adviser to the Ministry
of Marine. The Turkish fleet was not, as I saw
it, calculated to inspire terror in an even
moderately powerful enemy, yet there was, so
far as the sailors went, excellent material to
work with. The squadron consisted in 1909 of
four armoured battleships, of which the largest
had a displacement of 9000 tons, two armoured
cruisers, five despatch boats, nine torpedo
destroyers, five torpedo-boats, ten gunboats, and
some miscellaneous vessels for coast defence,
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